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The Governor’s Visit 

During District 5300, Governor Tom Novotny’s visit last week past president Donna Draney 

reminded us of what a great President she had been! (I think I meant to say, “we were re-

minded,” sorry Donna!) 

Governor Tom  was very pleased to be honored with one of Sunrise Rotary’s ball hats. After 

he finished speaking and returned to his seat he proudly put it on. 

     It was a very informative and fun meeting. Thanks Donna! 

      President Paul and Sunrise Rotary honored the Governor with a check for $500 for his 

pet project, Families for Early Autism Treatment. A non-profit organization of parents, fam-

ily members and treatment professionals dedicated to providing best Education,  Advocacy, 

and Support for the Autism community.  

     Tom left us with a lot of good information about the organization, his wife, Robin’s work 

on the project and an update on Autism.  



 

     Tom shared the Bill Gate’s 255 million dollar donation to eradicate 

polio story and quoted Gates as saying, “With Rotary, I almost feel 

Polio is leaving the building!” 

     Tom said, “I joined Rotary for the wrong reason, I worked for a 

cable company and joined Rotary to send the message about the  

corporation as an important player in the community.”  

      He told  the story of his Rotary Moment and said “it was knowing 

when you did something to change the world and learning the differ-

ence between being a member of a Rotary Club and being a  

Rotarian.”   

His message continued, “ When asked to help, say YES! As we age we get comfortable in our comfort zone. You 

must step outside your comfort zone. I can never give back to Rotary what Rotary has given to me. “ 

Governor Tom’s Sound Bites  

     Doug Scheppmann gave us a croaking  rendition of  Happy Birthday to wife Kathy, then joined Rich 

Baughman in making fun of fellow Rotarians, most of what cannot be repeated here! Governor Tom, however, 

asked the meaning of the stories as they went along. “What does that mean?” “Is that an inside joke.” “Did he say 

what I thought he said?” Thanks guys,  for an ever entertaining day.  

     Mark McGinty poked fun at Donna Draney and her shoulder surgery using plastic wrap and I think made 

light of President Paul saying, “Donna could do the presidents job with one hand tied down.” 

History repeats itself! Last Year’s president, 

Goldie Begley, presented Eric Estes the Gold Fly-

ing Polio Pig award for collecting the most money 

during the year’s Polio Fundraising  

Campaign. She knew Eric would return the pig 

and keep the “out to dinner” portion of the award. 

The pig had been given to her by a member of the 

district to complete the collection the district 

THOUGT she had, Eric liked the pig  and kept it.  

It just so happens, the new Polio posters say, 

“Make the Pig Fly.” (grins) 

The Governor was impressed  
by Sunrise Rotary’s annual reports and stated,  “I expected 

no less! I recently visited a California club that had no  

camaraderie and the projects were to just to write a check. 

Where would your community be without Sunrise Rotary? 

Your club is always, thinking outside the wheel!” 


